Megan Havens

K - 6th Grade

Elementary Principal
Email: mhavens@srsdeaf.org
Phone: 513.771.7600 Ext 383
VP: 513.283.0126

Elementary Department

St. Rita School for the Deaf educates students with hearing loss, hearing aids, cochlear
implants, and hearing students with communication disorders, such as Apraxia, Autism
and Down Syndrome.
Communication is the heart of our school. Our program offers a total communication
environment that matches the needs of each child. We offer a signing environment where
our students have communication options for voice, sign, or a combination of both and can
be understood by peers and staff. This allows for direct communication and creates a
barrier free learning environment for our students.

Program Specifics
In the elementary grades, we offer comprehensive academic instruction, with a focus on language and literacy
development. Students receive highly individualized instruction in small (3-8 students), self-contained classes to meet
their unique needs. All core subject areas are taught including language arts, math, science and social studies and are
aligned with the Ohio Learning Standards. Our curriculum is designed to allow students to focus on the academic
portion of the work and demonstrate their proficiency in the subject matter, free from the limitations of their disability.
One of our core values as a school is communication. Many of the students who enter our building are unable to
communicate or have very limited communication skills. One of our primary objectives is language development for our
students. Language instruction is integrated throughout the day, in a variety of settings and through a variety of
experiences. Since reading and writing are forms of communication, literacy development is also an important part of
our program. Teachers use a variety of best practices in literacy instruction to create a comprehensive approach.

Deaf and Hard- of -Hearing Program

• Specifically set up to meet the unique needs of

Communication Disorders Program

•

the curriculum and effectively communicate
throughout their school day

An innovative program for teaching children
with communication disorders, and our
classrooms have a strong language/
communication emphasis

•

Sign language (paired with spoken English) is
taught to and used with students

• Mode of communication varies by classroom

•

Students use sign language for visual input to
help them process, as well as for expressive
communication

• Language instruction is incorporated throughout the

•

Orton-Gillingham instruction for teaching
foundational reading skills

•

Since many of our students have difficulty
demonstrating their knowledge of sounds, we
use sound signs to represent the sounds of
speech in reading and writing

students with hearing loss

• Use sign language to allow our students to fully access

depending on the communication mode used by
students
school day to build a strong foundation. This
foundational language is then used to develop written
English skills.

• We serve students with a variety of amplification

needs including cochlear implants and hearing aids.

St. Rita staff consist of intervention specialists, general education teachers, speech and language pathologists,
audiologist and school nurse. We contract with outside agencies for related services such as orientation and
mobility specialists, occupational therapists and physical therapists. All staff working with students are able to
communicate directly in sign language.

